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SYNERGY AND VERVE — MINISTERIAL DIRECTIONS 

197. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the ministerial directions that the minister tabled today. 

(1) Why has the minister issued these directions to both Synergy and Verve to force them to pay the 2009–
10 dividend? 

(2) Will the minister table all correspondence on this matter between the boards of Synergy and Verve, 
Treasury and his ministerial office; and, if not, why not? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

(1)–(2) I have issued the directions. I think that has been fairly publicly canvassed at this stage. Those 
dividends are an extension of the previous dividend that was provided by the two corporations—the 
three corporations, in fact. The money will be used for purposes throughout the state—for example, 
hospitals and schools, and a raft of other social areas—and we think that is only appropriate. We did not 
have too many problems. I certainly did not have too many problems with the corporations. They 
understand the situation. The government has been very supportive and very proactive. 

Hon Kate Doust: The directions have been issued under the section under which you have incurred a dispute 
with the board. The corporations obviously do not agree with the amount you have requested. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Can I add something? Once the statements of corporate intent have been issued, we 
cannot do it. It is as simple as that. So, we have issued the directions. I am sure that if we were to ask the boards 
themselves whether they would enthusiastically increase the dividend, they would probably say no. They 
understand the situation so far as the government is concerned. We have a very good working relationship with 
the corporations. 

Hon Ken Travers: Fees and charges will go up because of that directive, and you know it! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: Not at all. 

Hon Ken Travers: They have to! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: We paid $165 million as a community service obligation. That was a direct result of 
the mismanagement of the energy sector by the previous government. 

Hon Kate Doust: You did not answer the second part of the question: will you table the correspondence?  

Hon PETER COLLIER: No. 
 


